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' If these French-English troubles bring War, our Symptoms will be ripe !'    As, in fact, they proved to be.
King Friedrich's investigations and decisions on this matter will be touched upon, farther on: but readers can take, in the mean time, the following small Documentary Piece as Note of Preparation. The Facts shadowed forth are of these Years now current (1752-1753), though this judicial Deposition to the Facts is of ulterior date (1757).
In the course of 1766, as will well appear farther 011, it became manifest to the Saxon Court and to all the world that somebody had been playing traitor in the Dresden Archives. Somebody, especially in the Foreign Department; copying furtively, and imparting to Prussia, Despatches of the moat secret, tlirice-secret and thrice-dangerous nature, which lio reposited there ! Who can have done it? Guesses, researches, were many : at length suspicion fell on one Menzel, a ICmusellist (Government Clerk), of good social repute, and superior official ability ; who is not himself in the Foreign Department at all; but whose way of living, or the like sign, had perhaps seemed questionable. In 17»7, Menzel, and the Saxon Court and its businesses, wore all at Warsaw ; Menzel dreaming of no disturbance, but prosecuting his affairs as formerly, when, one day, September 24th (the slot-hounds, long scenting and tracking, being now at the mark), Mcnzol and an Associate of his were suddenly arrested. Confronted with their crimes, with the proofs in readiness ; and next day,—made a clear Confession, finding the matter desperate otherwise. Copy of which, in Notarial form, exact and indisputable, the reader shall now see. As this story, of Friodrich and the Saxon Archives, was very famous in the world, and mythic circumstances are prevalent, let us glance into it with our own eyes, since there is opportunity in brief compass.
1 Extracts Protocollorum in Inqumtionn-Sdclicn^—that is to say, Extract of Protocols in Inquest ' contra FIUIOMUCH WILHELM MuNxia and JOHAKN BENJAMIN EIIKURTH
' At Warsaw, 25tk September 1757 : This day, in the King's Name, in presence of Legationsrath von Saul, Hofrath Ferbers and Kriegsrath von Gotze the Undersigned : Examination of the Kabinots-Kamellist Monzol, arrested yesterday, and now brought from his place of arrest to the Royal 1'alace;—who, admonittts de dieenda veritate, made answers, to the eft'ect following :